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posed the entire Intellectual curriculum, and the methods
were purely grammatical.
As a result, Basedow's suggestions for educational
improvement attained as great popularity as his theo-
logical productions had received abuse. After 1767 he
was allowed by Bernstorff, the Minister of Education,
to give all his time to reform and yet retain his salary.
The following year, in his Address on Schools and Studies,
and their Influence on Public Happiness, he called gen-
erally upon princes, governments, ecclesiastics, and
others in power, to assist him in bringing out a work
on elementary education, the plan of which was de-
scribed in outline. The emperor of his native land, the
sovereign of his adopted country, and several other
rulers of Europe, together with such prominent persons
as Bernstorff, Behrisch, Lavater, Goethe, and Kant,
showed great interest, and a subsidy to the sum of ten
thousand dollars was speedily raised. Six years later,
Basedow completed his promised textbook, Elementar-
werk, and the companion work for teachers and parents
known as Methodenbuch. The Elementarwerk was issued
in four volumes with one hundred accompanying plates,
which were too large to be bound in with it, and con-
tained many of the principles of Comenius as well as
of Rousseau. It has, in fact, been referred to as 'the
Orbis Pictusl of the eighteenth century,' and gives a
1 See p. 31 for the Orbis SensuaUum Pictus and its method.